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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 GUATEM 04738 141438Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HA-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-10 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PA-02 ICA-20 SP-02 
TRSE-00 /067 W 

088073 142230Z/64 

R 1 1231 1Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1277 
INFO AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
USCINCSO QUARRY HTS CZ 

UNCLAS GUATEMALA 4738 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SHUM, ELAB, PINS, GT 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF ARRESTED WORKERS 

REF: MATTHEWS- ISAACS TELECON OF AUGUST 10 

1 . THREE GROUPS OF WORKERS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED IN RECENT WEEKS, 

TWO ALLEGEDLY FOR PASSING OUT "SUBVERSIVE" LITERATURE, AND ONE 
ALLEGEDLY FOR ATTACKING THE POLICE IN A DEMONSTRATION 
(GUATEMALA 4592). APPARENTLY ALMOST ALL OF THESE WORKERS 
HAVE NOW BEEN RELEASED. 

2. SIX WORKERS FROM THE TOBACCO UNION TACASA WERE ARRESTED 
JULY 23 AND FOUR MORE ON JULY 25 FOR DISTRIBUTING "SUBVERSIVE 
LEAFLETS OF THE (LEFTIST) NATIOONAL LABOR CENTRAL (CNT)." THE 
LEAFLETS POTESTED THE DEATH OF LABOR LEADER MUJIA (GUATEMALA 
4367) AND IMPLIED THAT THE MILITARY WERE INVOLVED. REPORTEDLY 
ALL THESE WORKERS HVE BEEN RELEASED. 

3. ON JULY 28 SOME 40 TO 50 WORKERS OF THE ACRICASA FACTORY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 GUATEM 04738 141438Z 

WERE JAILED. THE BUS THEY WERE RIDING IN WAS STOPPED 
BY THE POLICE AND THE WORKERS WERE CHARGED WITH TOSSING 
EGP (GUERRILLA) FLYERS FROM THE WINDOWS OF THE BUS. 

EVENTUALLY ALL BUT TWENTY WORKERS (THE LATTER ALL MEMBERS 
OF THE ACRICASA UNION) WERE RELEASED. THOSE DETAINED 
MAINTAIN THEIR INNOCENCE AND CLAIM THE FLYERS WERE PLANTED. 
LAWYERS HAVE FILED DOCUMENTS FOR THEIR RELEASE. AMONG 
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THE PRISONERS IS A YOUNG WOMAN WHO REPORTEDLY HAS HEART 
TROUBLE, AND A PREGNANT WOMAN. (NEWS REPORT NOW INDICATES 
THAT THE REMAINING ACRICASA WORKERS WERE RELEASED BY COURTS 
ON AUGUST 11.) 

4. ON AUGUST 4 A NUMBER OF PERSONS WERE DETAINED IN 
CONNECTION WITH A DEMONSTRATION (GUATEMALA 4592). THE 
POLICE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT ALL BUT ONE HAVE BEEN RELEASED. 

THE PORTEST SPONSOR, THE NATIONAL COMMITTE FOR LABOR 
UNITY (CNUS), MAINTAINS THAT SEVEN (WORKERS AND CAMPESINOS) 

ARE STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR AND PRESUMABLY IN JAIL. 

BOSTER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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